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What are you going to do this Winter???? 
 

Those of you that have lived in this part of the country probably remember when this time 
of year meant putting away your planes for the winter, cleaning up the shop, and starting your 
winter projects. My goal used to be to build one giant scale airplane every winter, have it ready to 
show at a spring static show, or maybe even TOLEDO, then start flying the new bird. 

 

In all of the R/C clubs I have been a part of, except TORKS, we would have a SHOW 
and TELL segment of every general meeting. Members would bring their projects and discuss 
them.  It was kind of nice. It was an incentive for the builder to get his project moved along, and it 
also helped others who might be interested in building that particular airplane. Would anyone like 
to do something like this at our meetings?? 

 

My how the world of model aviation is different now. ARF’s (Almost Ready to Fly) 
models are everywhere, and the quality has improved while the price has gone down. So you don’ t 
necessarily need to build all winter to have a nice model. You can get an ARF! I have 
supplemented my Air Force with some ARF’s the past several years, including a PT-19 that is one 
of the best flying airplanes I have ever had. 

 

Probably the biggest change that has affected the winter building season has been the 
impact from Indoor Electric aviation. If you are a model aviator, it just doesn’ t get better than 
flying models in the Golf dome when it’ s dark, cold, raining or snowing outside. How cool is that! 
I got involved with them just over 3 years ago, experimenting, building, and flying them. I even 
started a little company FOAMY FLYERS, marketing and selling Foamies. The good news is that 
you can fly year around now. In addition, for me anyway, it’ s a lot of fun to learn to try new things. 
The bad news is that you don’ t have as much time for building in the winter any more. If you 
haven’ t tried Indoor electrics yet, you might give it a try this winter. Coming up the first weekend 
in November is the “JR Electric Fest”  headed up by our own Terry Nitsch. I recommend that you at 
least come out and watch us fly in the Dome. Besides seeing some great flying, both general flying 
and manufacturing demo’s, you will see all the new “Stuff”  from the large assortment of vendors. 

 

Due to changes in the hobby for me, I haven’ t met my goal of building a new airplane for 
the last 4 years, but maybe this year! This year my project is a Ziroli Hellcat. It was actually my 
project for last year, maybe this year??? 

 

How about you? What’s your R/C plans this winter? 

 

See you October 29th! 
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TORKS September Meeting Minutes 
 
 

Location: TORKS Field 

 

Meeting called to order by Dave Agee @ 2:01 PM 

 

Roll call: 

Taken by Dave P, consisting of: 

18 Regular Members 

  1  Life Members 

  6 Family Members 

  0 Probationary Members 

  0 Affiliate members 

  0 Junior Members 

  0 Associate Members 

 

Treasurer ’s repor t: 

Given by Dave P, in good shape. 

 

Committee Repor ts 

Safety Committee – Chuck Elkins 

 Chuck deferred to Dave A’s discussion on safety. 

Bob Neville reviewed his accident putting his fingers into a prop 

 

Orientation Committee – Bob Queen 

Bob also noted Bob Neville’s accident during training. Learning included having 
preplanning prior to flight in the future. 

Bob also brought up the Westerville club’s “Build and Fly”  program. This program is 
sponsored by one of the local hobby shops and is intended to help bring in people 
totally new to the hobby. After some discussion, it was noted that for a program 
like this to work, it would be critical to get Hobby shop involvement. Bob 
suggested Hobbytown or Hurricane. Chuck volunteered to check into Hobbytown 
after their current expansion. 

 

Field Marshall – Bob Schofield 

Bob had nothing new to report. 

 

Site Retention Committee – Greg Poppel 

Greg had nothing new to report and noted that AMA did not have new requirements in 
this area. 

 

Executive Committee 

 Dave A mentioned that the Executive group had met the prior week and discussed 2 
topics, Club financial health and Safety rules/Enforcement. 
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TORKS September Meeting Minutes 
 

Financial health 

Dave A noted that the executive group reviewed the current years budget vs actual and 
forecast and that TORKS was right on in terms of financials. Dave reminded the 
group that in 2005 and now in 2006 the budgets as approved would allow 
spending slightly more than income for club activities and improvements. Dave A 
noted to the executive group his concern that if SWACO chose not to renew the 
lease 10 years form now, that we should have substantially more cash reserves in 
place. The executive group kicked around whether the club should put away more 
money for the future, and maybe not spend some of the budgeted amounts left this 
year, along with reallocating the amounts put away each year in the future. After 
discussions, the executive group believes TORKS is secure in our flying site and 
should stay the current course of providing an excellent array of activities for all 
TORKS members to enjoy. 

 

Safety Rules/Enforcement 

Dave A reviewed current rules infractions including: 

¨  Members using prohibited Frequencies 43 through 50. 

¨  Members not using the Frequency Pin system. 

¨  Members not using Current year ID Cards. 

¨  Members not following the Guest rule procedure. 

Other Safety Concerns 

¨  At least one member using a TX on a different frequency than the pin used. 

¨  Standing on/close to runway while hovering aircraft. 

Dave noted what he believed to be the Root cause of the problem 

¨  Many members are not aware of the rules, even though they are clearly spelled 
out in the member’s manual. 

¨  Some rules are no longer valid, or need clarification. 

¨  Membership generally lax about following established rules. 

 

Executive Committee Decisions 

The executive committee had reviewed the field and club rules. 5 revisions were presented to 
the club for approval, after discussion the revisions were approved. 

The Executive committee agreed to Post field and club rules. 

Dave A noted that per the bylaws the President is to appoint a Safety committee. Currently 
Chuck Elkins is the only appointee. That will be corrected as follows: 

Will appoint 4 people including Chuck 

Cannot be the President or Steering committee 

1st priority to be intimately familiar with AMA safety rules, field rules, and club rules. 

2nd priority educate all club members on safety related rules. 

Enforce all safety related rules 

Dave A. noted that if necessary, TORKS has established a procedure for disciplinary action if 
required which includes dismissal of members for safety violations. 

 

New Applications for  Membership 

Dennis Lawson was nominated for probationary status by Chuck Elkins, seconded by   Bob 
Schofield, and unanimously approved by the membership. 
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TORKS September Meeting Minutes 
 

Probationary Members voted to Regular  Status 

The following Probationary members were present and had met conditions to be voted to full 
membership. 

A motion was made by Jack Rolands to move Bob Queen to full membership status; 
the motion was 2nd by Bob Schofield, and unanimously approved. 

A motion was made by Jack Rolands to move Greg Atkins to full membership status; 
the motion was 2nd by Larry Yarcso, and approved with one dissenting vote. 

 

Old Business 

Jet Scramble Report 

Dave P noted that The Jet scramble was a success and met budget in terms of profit. 
Dave P also noted that he and Terry had met with the Grove City Convention and 
visitor’ s bureau. The bureau was interested in helping promote our events. Dave P 
noted this should significantly improve our spectator turnout in the future. 

Runway Revisions 

Dave A noted that the runway extension plans had been officially approved by 
SWACO and we were now ok to proceed with leveling and extending the runway 
run off areas on each end. 

Field modifications -  

Dave P had nothing new to report 

Doors East Side –  

Dave A mentioned that this was in our budget for this year and funds were available. 
Dave P volunteered to start the project. 

 

New Business 

Bob Lewis noted that since we had a dissenting member at the current vote on a probationary 
member that we should review our procedure for voting, i.e. the member up for promotion 
should not be in the room, that the members have an opportunity to discuss the potential 
member, etc. After much discussion, Dave A agreed to discuss the method of voting with 
the executive committee and bring the results and possible a suggested voting revised 
procedure to the next General Club meeting on Oct 29. 

 

From the Floor  

It was noted from the floor that the clubhouse key was still missing. Bob Schofield will arrange 
to get it replaced. 

It was noted from the floor that some members were told that if they did not work the event, i.e. 
Warbird or Jet Scramble, that they had to pay for parking. After discussion Dave A agreed 
that members should not ever pay for parking at their field and would discuss it with the 
various planning committees for the future. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Oct   19-22 Scale Masters  Muncie, IN 

Oct            29 Next Meeting: at TORKS field  2:00 PM 
November   Indoor Electrics 

November   4-5 JR Electric Fest 
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TORKS NEWS 
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*  Bill Miller 

* Randy Thompson 

* Dick Wenger 

 

(* eligible at next meeting for promotion to "regular" membership, must be 
present) 
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Dave Agee  - President - 875-5132 

Bill Murray - Vice President - 771-9626 

Dave Pickenpaugh - Treasurer - 876-1664 

Randy Thomas - Secretary - 272-2302 

 

Terry Nitsch - 3rd Year Steering Committee - 877-3453 

Greg Poppel - 2nd Year Steering Committee - 876-6200 

Matt Finley - 1st Year Steering Committee - 870-1280 

  

Bob Schofield - Field Marshall - 351-1298 

Chuck Elkins - Safety Officer - 875-2222 

Bob Queen - Orientation Chairman /  Ground School  - 836-5219 

Greg Poppel - Site Retention Officer - 876-6200 
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Bob Neville - 430-9081 

Linda Neville - 430-9081 
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Bob Neville - 430-9081 

Bob.Neville@TORKS.COM  
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Bob Queen - 836-5219 

Bill Murray - 771-9626  

Randy Thomas - 272-2302 

Jim Montgomery  
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TORKS maintains an online e-group thru Yahoo that allows all 
participating members to communicate easily and effectively. 
Email sent to the TORKS group address is automatically sent to all 
members of the group. Also, the files and photos sections have 
some great information and images.  

 

If you are not already a member for the e-group, send an email to 
Dave Pickenpaugh (contact@TORKS.com) asking to be invited to 
the group. Also, if your email address has changed, notify Dave so 
he can delete the old address and have you join with the new one. 
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2006 TORKS Events Schedule 

 DATE  DAY EVENT DIRECTOR SCHEDULED EVENT 
Apr 7-9 Fri-Sun Weak Signals Toledo R/C Show at SeaGate Center 
Apr 19 Wed Officers & Steering Committee Transition meeting: Executive comittee audit treasurer's books, prepare 

budget and schedule for fiscal year 

Apr 30 Sun Officers General Meeting, 2:00 PM at Field of Dreams 
May 21 Sun Officers General Meeting, 2:00 PM at Field of Dreams 
May 27-

29 
Sat, Sun, 

Mon 
N/A Memorial Day Weekend 

June 3-4 Sat, Sun Dowayne Gould First Heart of Ohio Pattern Classic 
Jun 17 Sat Vice President Family Day and Fun Fly at Field of Dreams - until 5pm 
Jun 17 Sat Vice President & Terry Nitsch PARTY!!! - Second Annual Pig Roast - NO FLYING AFTER 5PM - 

BRING YOUR FAMILY 

Jun 25 Sun Officers General Meeting, 2:00 PM at Field of Dreams 
Jul 1-2-3-

4 
Sat, Sun, 
Mon,Tues 

N/A Fourth of July Weekend 

Jul 22-23 Sat,Sun Dave Agee & Bill Murray Big Bird & Warbird Fly - In / Tail Gate Swap 
Jul 30 Sun Officers General Meeting, 2:00 PM at Field of Dreams 
Aug 23 Wed Officers, Jet Scramble Com-

mittee 
General Meeting, 7:00 PM at Field of Dreams - Jet Scramble Kickoff  

Aug 24 Thu Jet Scramble Committee Jet Scramble set-up at Field of Dreams 
Aug 25-

27 
Fri,Sat,Sun Jet Scramble Committee Heart of Ohio Jet Scramble at Field of Dreams 

Sep2-4 Sat, Sun, 
Mon 

N/A Labor Day Weekend 

Sep 09 Sat Joe Harless & Vice President Fish Fry & Fun Fly 
Sep 24 Sun Officers  General Meeting, 2:00 PM at Field of Dreams 
Oct 29 Sun Officers General Meeting, 2:00 PM at Field of Dreams 
Nov - 
March 

Saturdays CIFA (Terry Nitsch) Look for Indoor Electric Flys 

Nov 23 Thu N/A Thanksgiving 
Novem-

ber 
  N/A NO MEETING IN NOVEMBER - look for newsletter 

Dec 25 Mon N/A Christmas Day 
Decem-

ber 
  N/A NO MEETING IN DECEMBER - look for newsletter 

Jan 01 Mon Vice President New Years Day Fun Fly, (9:00 AM until ?) 

Jan 28 Sun Officers General Meeting at Grove City Police Station  
Feb 25 Sun Officers General Meeting at Grove City Police Station - nominations due 
Mar 25 Sun Officers General Meeting at Grove City Police Station - Elections - (Dues must 

be paid before start of meeting) 
Apr 6-8 Fri-Sun Weak Signals Toledo R/C Show at SeaGate Center 
Apr 18 Wed Officers & Steering Committee Transition meeting: Executive committee audit treasurer's books, prepare 

budget and schedule for fiscal year 

Officers and Steering Committee Meeting Months: April, after elections, July, October, January. 


